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itk hodses, thete i a line line between good
deslgn angd liwability, Focus too much on the
design, ansd vou create a museum pisce whers no
one feels comfortalde sttting down. Give tod much over 1o K-
ability, and vou end wp with jusl a place (00@ET andd sleep
At i3 best, home design snould be 3 combination f the per-
sonal and mmanscendent, of foem and function. [t sownds easser to
achieve than it often is Yoo ve probably walked: into 8 lovely
howse that feels ke no one really lives there, O wiskted a howse
that |s 30 ordinary, i Eails to bspine, When home Sesign woeks, L
efect is searnless, and the feeling it cneates — an ethereal combi-
nation of order, ehevation and art — helps explain the transéorma.
tive power of our homes
A fine example of this delicate Interplay of design apd daily
lving can b found Ina Morth Shore home created by Deep Biver
Fartners, a design/budld firm- based o the Third Ward. The howse
1% fmore than an architect's showcise, Biowever — LE B 4 verv per-

somal testammeTyt 1o the homemeners, thetr Iove of their voung ohil

Floor-io-cesiing windows
{thit page and opp.) allow fos
STLENING WeEWS. of the water
Dretaits such as awhite Flokati
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dren, and their desire to create a casually elegant home with 2
Calitormia flavor e in Wisionsin

Certainly, it helps that this project starfed with a primo sate! an
exparsive and wnotatmicted view of the shomefine. “The lake s so
awesoime. How can we compete with that!™ savs Deep Rivers
Hechard Sherer the architect of the home. *We can't compete with
that, and we don't want te!

Instead, the bommne, which was Built in 20668, stands in partner-
ship with the lake, The back half of the house is a bohd Satement
awall of glass B corved 1o mimic the andulating shoeelime below
“Thie wall 1noks Hie the lake sounds,” savs Susan Sherer, Richand's
ailer sister and the interior designer for Peep Bives) Momit of the
oo are drsenbed to the Leke, with Hoorte-csiling sews of the
waves and seagulls. The mdiating linds o the osling beams, the
wingow mullusns and the stone ferrace drivw viour eve to the water

The intécior wall colofs, wirm shades al Bull and beige, imic a
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Facilic surset, And the landscaping. with terrated beds ol T
varietiss al low-lyimg grasss, Ceeates Dhe feeling of sand dunes. °|
likee that the srchitectare caphsnet the lake in all ins ey moods,”
=ays Pichard.

In comtrast, the front of the bouse i 8 contempoairy iiempee-
tatiod af Midwesiern Prairie sivie with strong lines, a stone Lagade
and T garages that flank the Boose [ecreate @ cosrtvanrd. Y here
the hack of the house echoes the lake. the frond ol the Bouse s
o paslitely welcoming ione in keeping with the neighborfiomd

Fhese disparate styles are conmected hoth indoors and ot
through repetition of materials, shapes and textures, Lawson
s, abumioum and chermestained wond are repeated thriagh
et The strane used for the front gateposts, ToF exmmpis, is ake an
thie streel fagade, some interior walls and columis oo the main
fhoor, and on the back berrsce. “Thete's & reason for evervrhing,
frome e paztern an the stone to the skain wed on the wodd (of the

{romt gate,” w:\.l;._ll_l” Hershbsenges, a semior I;\n:hr:;'u'.a.ntl'.ln'l wiik

David |, Frank Landscape Contracting of Gormaniown, who
wirkoed o the Bome, “The average guest might not notice & s
gular detml, bt the combination of everyihing, 2 all ties
et hee,”

Sych caretul chotwes give an onder af calm sl 3 gt integrisy
1os thie hioerie. Theere 05 a fecling fhat every part of the fowse Bas B
place, From e fouf Fedrooms 1o (he eXercise room oo a
garayge/ stuilio attached via a covered walkway e Lhie man ol the
hose. wach spaoe thoughtfully matches thie besmeosmecs Rlestyle
anid Er:lrl.l.|;,_-|||‘.'|._ =i DVeT Wani 10 leave,” sy The homeswmigr
=AMy hiod pressare immmediately drogs when §deive disn the read
toward o

Critical 1o the family was creating 4 space whete chikdmen ane
wilrame znd sl ages an gather ® This house B very much abosat
the kids.” the homeowner savs. “Casual, nod opulent and kid
{rhendly,” An open plan oo the firss foor wivene e Gvang acea,

kieihen, seeeen poreh and ouldoon wermoe fow together faclitates
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A polshed boulder slnk
adfchy, an arganic much 1o
Tt powoler moam Db}
The stase pall {opm, | wird
CUkbam rmacke for e oo,

palboctmag L Harmsiaious
i | Al maliEal and cain-

tempprary design elermenda

sk Apr 200E

mingling, 'inrr.w:l:ml:-‘. the kst-friendly feamres manage 1o be prac-
tcal ay well gy pleasing: A walk-in choset off the main Bving ans
Abaees 1ovs and videos !1'."3[|:I' ORIEOT Ve, & mdreom large enosigh
1oy okl the family's coats, shoes ang sporting sqeipment i comnve:
migntly concealed by two [rosted gioss pocket doors. The shiek
Botick {aucets in several of 1 bathreoms turn uprigng mko
habbders, hmd it cubbies with glass denors are built inte the Kigls”
Baabuoom walls o showase thelr latess colbections in a wav that 1
bith aeriful apnd wtilitarian.

Degp Kiver began this house, as they do all projects, by firsi
giving the clients a thaomuogh sseiament o estabhish design crite.
rid. This guastionmdine went beyond “how many rosas do you
want* v sk deeper guestions — “what brings you joy!® and
“what was vyour favorite nom as a child?” Having this ifommation
created a kind of desipn mission stafement, which Richard says
“hielps us ranslate the dient™s stery into thelr serecunsdimgs.” The
amsvers guiiced every sep of the design priscess.an this ease,
|_'hrr1-'=.1r||.l_ lighiting to selacting wall codnrs.

LUmlike & traditional hoone design process wiee fixtuees, footing
and otbher design features are chosen atter the drawings are final-
leed, Deep Biver works from the beginming with a team of intenor
dhsignens, lighting consulants;, metalsmilhs, lamdscape architects
and other specialists o view the house as a whole. As Richard con-
sitfered] how 1o tramlate the chents” vision for this bouse ifnfo g
lavoul, Susan simultaneously worked on sourcing the perfect pol-
imhed boulder sink for the powdes roomn, the white Fhokatt rug m
the lormal lving afea, and i cusiom stir rilkl that was simultane-
oisshy madern and natomiistc at the same time. The Landscape
disigner angled the lrepit o alkgn perlecily with the view from
the goest room. And Steve Kleln, a locl lighting consultant, shaw-
cased the archibectore througl a dramsatic wie o lght. 1o the Byving
mooim, This meant uplighting the stone so that it appears to-shim-
mer [n the media room, a fiher optic star ceiling emudates watch.
g o mivie under a irighitime sky. “Richand is the andy anchite |
kv whio wses Hghting to define hs woek,” s Kieine *For every
singhe devioe in that louse, Uvere was & specific reason 1o b there,

And while it Is the detalls that make the howse, the whole iy
greater than the sum of it parti. *We wanted to design o house
wihiere vou walk into space and beel Bamblkar comibomanle and af
it o SaE Susan, “We want the design te clevate the ':|'|||.1.t.'

The howse = with its sbrong hordzoailal fines, repeating patterns
and breathiaking water views — dods MAnage (o Tansport you,
even on a winter Wistonsn day, o a space of California deeamin®
that oS e homeownees perfettly, “We levee 11 heere, ™ savs the
homeowner, "Altér we slaved here the linE week, we codldnt
Believe we didn't have to check our and go hoame.”

S Remiares, © page A

Dralafield -based wriber Shanmon jeckacm Arncld is The mathor ol feerpbody Liners
kw Creat: The Whase Sooag oo Amenca’s Foreorife Tregd (Emimin, ook
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